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To  Voung  fieofile^  life.  Introduction 
to  ike  evidences  of  the  di- 
vine  origin  of  the 
scrifitureSi 

SINCE  it  may  be  supposed 
liierc  is  a  j^cneral  agrcc- 
Kicnt  amon^  those  wlio  read  the 
lividence^  respecting  the  divine  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  scriptures,  it  may 
})ossibly  be  deemed  inexpedient  to 
solicit  their  attention  to  tiie  subject, 
liut  when  wc  consider  the  number 
w  ho  at  the  present  day,  call  in  ques¬ 
tion  the  evidences  of  that  religion 
on  which  we  are  resting  our  iiighest 
hopes,  and  a  still  greater  number 
who  arc  doubting  and  halting  be¬ 
tween  two ‘opinions,  can  tlierc  be 
any  impropriety^  in  a  work  of  this 
description,  in  staling  some  outlines 
of  the  ai  gument  on  >vhich  our  faith 
is  gioimded  }  ’^haking  into  view  also, 
the  possibility,  if  not  of  conviiu  ir.g, 
yet  of  aiding  and  strengthening,  llie 
minds  of  some,  wlioare  more  or  less 
inquisitive  on  tlu  subject,  it  is  con¬ 
ceived,  tlie  importance  and  utility  (jf 
the  underiaklng  will  hardly  be  tpies- 
lioned. 

To  the  voiiivg  cliiistian,  wl'.o  has 


peculiarly  pleasing  to  have  conden¬ 
sed  under  Ids  eye,  those  arguments 
which  vindicate  liic  security  of  his 
interest. 

If  we  were  about  to  embark  on 
a  very  lengthy  voyage,  v. ith  all  we 
hold  dear,  should  we  not  be  veiv 
careful  to  examine  the  ship  in  winch 
we  w  ere  about  to  sail  ?  Instead  of 
having  our  attention  principally  oc¬ 
cupied  with  ti+e  paintings,  or  the  el¬ 
egance  of  her  accornmodaticr.s,  w  e 
should  be  studious  to  asccnain  the 
strength  of  liie  ship.  We  should  go 
from  stem  to  stern,  look  carcfuiiv 
to  every  part,  and  scrutinize  witli 
the  most  ciitical  eye  every  joint  and 
crevice,  that  net  the  least  defect 
migiit  be  ovtrlo,.'ked.  Esp.ecially, 
should  wc  do  tills,  if  anv  one  had 
manifested  a  suspicion  ot  her  tniire 
safety  for  so  vast  arid  impcilant  an 
undertaking.  And  ought  we  net 
to  be  unspeakably  more  solicitous 
respecting  the  j^-rmanmey  of  the 
foundation  on  which  wc  aic  build¬ 
ing  our  interests  for  a  never-end¬ 
ing  and  vast  eternity.  ? 

’^ru.\r  the  design  before  \!s 
miglii  issue  advar.tagccus'v,  let  us 
for  a  moment  su].j>ose,  the  world  of 
nuinkindas  liiev  now  ar<‘  estraiu;id 
from  Tiod  and  iinmei'std  in  sin,  let 
u;:  ^upposi'  ctirselvt  5  totally  discon- 


rested  his  cverlaslii.g  conctrnson 


neeli  d  and  uniaioresled,  standing 
only  as  sjiet  latm's,  :uul  treni  an  e!r- 


the  glorious  redeemer,  ii  must  hi^  I  vat  d loc hint:  d^wu  cu  the  ir. 
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liabitaats  of  the  earth,  and  taking  a 
full  prospect  of  their  characters  and 
actions.  Let  us  suppose  at  the 
same  time,  that  we  beheld  them 
waked  up  to  a  sense  of  their  real 
condition  and  viewing  it  to  be  most 
wretched,  inconsequence  of  their 
sinfulness,  and  finding alsoby  all  their 
researches  no  consistent  wav  in 
'which  they  might  be  restored  to  the 
favor  of  their  injured  sovereign. 
While  in  their  distressing  circum- 
itances,  enclosed  with  an  impenetra¬ 
ble  veil  of  darkness,  and  sinking  in 
despair  would  it  not  appear  to  us  the 
greatest  favor  imaginable,  for  their 
creator  to  speak  to  them,  ami  let 
them  know  all  his  mind  ;  and  if 
there  was  a  consistent  way  in  which 
he  could  extend  forgiveness,  to 
point  it  cut,  and  the  conditions  if 
there  w^ere  any,  on  v/hich  they 
might  look  for  pardon  and  eternal 
life  ?  Under  these  circuriistances 
must  it  not  be  most  desirable  to 
have  a  communication  of  God^s 
mind,  in  which  he  sliould  inform  them 
in  what  light  he  viewed  tlicm  in  re¬ 
lation  to  himself,  and  v/hether  he 
could  consistently  with  his  honor 
reinstate  them  into  that  noble  emi¬ 
nence  of  virtue  and  happiness  from 
'^'hich  they  had  fallen  f 

Is  this  vj.ew  of  things,  can  any 
one  under  the  infiuenee  of  candid  & 
deep  reflection,  hesitate  to  acknowl¬ 
edge,  that  a  special  revelation  from 
God,  is  in  itself  very  desirable. 
Kocrates,  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
Philosophers  of  Grece,  \vas  affected 
with  the  subject,  and  manifested 
a  very  strong  desire  and  hope,  that 
God  wo'uld  make  known  his  mind  to 
the  world  by  a  special  revelation, 
that  they  mightbe  enii<:;!Ucned  res¬ 
pecting  their  duty  to  God,  and  the 
way  in  wliich  he  might  consistently 
©xercise  his  forgiveness. 

I  vniiY  know,  it  has  been 

itrenuousiy  contested  by  infidels, 


that  reason  is  sufficient  to  guide  us 
to  happiness  without  any  assistance. 
But  what  is  reason  without  sources 
of  information  on  which  it  n  ay  act  ? 
Reason  is  the  power  of  judging  of 
whatever  is  offered  to  its  examina¬ 
tion.  But  can  this  power  in  man 
be  informed  beyond  the  extent  of 
light  communicated  ?  To  their 
boasted  mental  energy,  infidels  are 
willing  to  call  in  their  aid  the  light 
of  nature.  Idas  they  eulogize  in 
very  high  terms. 

So  far  we  w  ill  agree  with  them, 
that  God’s  works,  prove  his  eter¬ 
nal  power  and  Godhead.  But  shall 
we  lor  this,  reject  ail  additional  com¬ 
munications  be  may  make,  espe¬ 
cially,  wlien  such  communications 
arc  necessary  to  specify  a  w'ay  in 
which  sinners  may  be  rescued  1‘rom 
ruin  to  divine  favor  ?  Does  any  or 
ail  God’s  w  orks  of  creation  and  pro¬ 
vidence  inform  a  sinner  how  he  may 

• 

be  forgiven  and  saved  ?  Ask  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  and  the  things 
that  are  therein  this  question, 
Hov/ am  I,  who  have  sinned  to  be 
recovered  to  divine  favor  ?  and  thev 
cun  give  you  no  answer.  And  yet 
men  know  tlu  mselvcs  sinners 
bland  braced  against  every  gracious 
communication  from  (jod.  This  is 
very  similar  to  a  man’s  glorying 
in  the  light  of  a  taper,  and  yet  de¬ 
crying  as  useless  and  beneath  no¬ 
tice  the  sun  in  his  splendor  ;  or  it  is 
like  prizing  and  liancgyrizing  the 
small  droppings  of  a  cistern,  and 
yet  despising  the  fountain  which 
feeds  It,  though  it  be  adequate  to 
vastly  more  extensive  and  impor' 
lant  purposes. 

So  soon  as  wo  admit  that  God  has 
corniiiuuir.ated  some  knowledge  of 
himseliinlus  works,  went  once  ac¬ 
cede  til  at  it  is  both  jiossible  Sc  practica¬ 
ble  for  liJiu  to  make  fuithcr  coni- 
iiiunicatir>n5.  Because  if  (iod  can 
give  to  creatures  one  ray  of  ligh^ 
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rcspectinij  himself,  he  can  increase 
this  light  to  such  extent  as  he  secs 
fit  and  suited  to  the  exigencies  of 
his  creatures.  Every  man  who 
holds  there  is  a  God  and  that  any 
thing  respecting  him  may  be  learn¬ 
ed  from  lus  works,  in  this  goes  too 
far  to  deny  the  possibility  of  a  reve¬ 
lation.  Conceding  thus  far,  which 
the  infidel,  even  on  his  own  ground 
is  under  the  necessity  of  going,  he 
will  ho  obliged  to  advance  a  step 
further.  If  he  acknowledges  a  re¬ 
velation  possible,  he  must  also  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  oestowment  neitlicr 
incredible,  nor  improbable.  Be¬ 
cause,  if  (iod  does  communicate 
some  light  to  his  creatures,  it  is  not 
incredible  that  he  should  communi¬ 
cate  more,  indeed  is  it  nmt  highly 
credible,  if  God  having  made  crea¬ 
tures  capable  of  receiving  instruc¬ 
tion  from  him,  and  after  having  com¬ 
municated  to  tliem  some  knowledge 
ofhiinscir,  provided  his  creatures 
should  be  in  circumstances  to  need 
it,  and  he  could  consistently  do  it. 
Ts  not  their  supposiiion  a  most  rea¬ 
sonable  one  ?  If  then  the  infulei  on 
his  own  ground  obliged  to  admit, 
that  it  is  neither  incredible,  nor 
iinprobaljie,  that  God  ahould  tnake 
known  his  mind  more  fuliv,  than 
what  he  has  done  in  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture,  then  he  must  acknowledge, 
he  wouhl  act  in  diameter,  and  in 
fact,  exhibit  his  goodness  in  thus 
doing. 

o 


I  From  tlie  first  glance  at  tlm  sub- 
■  je^t,  it  appears  that  a  revelation, 
\  rvon^idering  tlie  sinful  state  oftlie 
I  World,  containing  something  total- 
i  Iv  hevoud  v’hat  can  be  gatiiercd 
I  from  t!ic  religion  of  nature  Is  both 
I  needed'  and  desirable,  and  even  on 
j  deistica!  principles  the  b.estowmcnt 
5  i^  uciiher  incrcd.iiilc  nor  improbable, 
j  ^ucl  that  God  \vouId  act  in  character 
j  ^^n  l  perfectly  consistent  with  infi- 
nitcgoodncss  in  thus  revealing  him- 
;  sedf.  Laying  all  these  thingstogether, 


we  are  brought  forward  to  enquire 
wlictlier  such  a  revelation  is  in  fact 
given.  The  cjue.stion  now  to  be 
put  is  this,  v/hether  such  revelation 
is  in  the  world  ;  and  if  so,  where 
is  it  to  be  found  ?  In  what  part  of 
the  world  ?  In  what  volume  ?  And 
what  evidence  does  it  carry  to  sup¬ 
port  its  claims  ? 


Sh\ll  we  search  for  it  in  the 
writings  of  Confucius,  cr  in  the  mor- 
aiizings  of  Alancocapac,  or  in  the 
Jewish  Talmud,  or  the  Mahometan 
Alcoran  ?  All  the  above  have  iaid  * 
claims  to  supernatural  origin. 
But  when  their  several  authorities 
are  examined,  we  find  them  de¬ 
ficient.  They  carry  their  own  con- 
lutation.  Their  contents  are  in 
many  respects  visionary,  in  many 
more  Aveek  and  fnvolous,  and  in 
more  still  al'/surd  and  of  the  most 
pcf^nicous  teTidcncy  on  the  heart  and 


iilc.  Nons  of  these,  tlicreiore,  can 
be  ascribed  to  niie*  Codas 

their  inclitcr,  ncr  stand  supported 
by  these  evidences  n^^ccssary  to  en¬ 
title  them  to  our  credibility.  If  then, 
God  has  been  pleased  to  make 
know'n  his  mind  to  men  otherwise 
than  by  his  works,  this  revelation 
must  be  centained  in  the  scrip¬ 
tures  of  iiio  old  and  new  tes¬ 
taments.  Th.e  question  now  is 
brougiit  to  this  issue.  Is  there  ev¬ 
idence  that  tl'.is  hoox  is  given  by  di¬ 
vine  inspiration  and  enutled  to  our  ‘ 
belief  as  a  revelation  from  Gca  ? 
From  il.is  place  the  subject  win  be 
pursued  in  the  next  number.  E.. 


“  jMcninout/iy  J.  Lee.  10,  1805. 


Di:\r  Sir, 

AciREnAHL-:  to  vo-ir  reoucst,  - 

•  A 

I  now  send  you  in  vvriiing  ilie  iv- 
marliablc  account  whicli  I  somoiiinc 
since  cyu.o  you  vcrb.diiy,  rc^pe^ting 
you  I  good  fr.end,  my  v/o»lby  prede¬ 
cessor,  liic  late  Ilev.  William  Tq;i- 
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ncnt,  of  this  place.  In  a  very  free 
and  feeling  conversation  on  religion, 
and  on  the  future  rest  and  blessed¬ 
ness  of  the  people  of  Ciod,  (while 
travelling  together  from  Moniuoutli 
to  Princetown)  I  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Tennent  tliat  I  should  be  highly  gra- 
tiTjed  in  hearing,  from  his  own 
mouth,  an  account  of  the  Trance 
which  he  was  said  to  have  been  in, 
unless  the  relation  would  be  disa¬ 
greeable  to  himself.  After  a  short 
silence,  he  proceeded,  saying,  that 
he  had  .been  sick  with  a  fever  ;  that 
the  fever  increased,  and  he  by  de¬ 
grees  sunk  under  it.  After  sonic 
tiine  (as  his  friends  informed  hiin) 
he  died,  or  appeared  to  die,  in  the 
same  rnanner  as  p-orsons  usually  do  ; 
that  in  laying  him  out,  one  happi-n- 
ed  to  draw'his  hand  under  the  left 
arm,  and  perceived  a  sniall  trcmoi’ 
in  the  flesh  ;  that  he  was  laid  out, 
was  cold  and  stiiT.  The  time 
for  his  funeral  was  appointed  and 
t'ne  people  collected  ;  but  a  yoiin^a; 
doctor,  his  particular  friend,  plead¬ 
ed  with  great  earnestness  tliat  he 
•might  not  tlien  be  buried,  as  the 
tremor  under  the  arm  continued  ; 
that  his  brothei,  (Gilbert,  Lecauic 
impatient  with  the  young  gentle¬ 
man, and  said  to  him, '‘^^V'hat  !  \  man 
not  dead  who  is  cold  and  stid-  as  a 
stake !”  The  importunate  young 
friend,  however,  prevailed  ;  anoth¬ 
er  dav  was  anpointed  for  the  burial, 
and  the  people  sepai^tcd.  JJuring 
this  interval  many  means  were  made 
use  of  to  discover,  if  possible,  some 
symptoms  of  life,  but  none  appeared 
excepting  the  tremor.  The  doctor 
never  left  liim  for  three  nights  aiul 
three  days.  The  people  again  met 
to  bury  him,  but  coiild  not  even  then 


obtain  the  consent  of  ids  friend,  wlio 
pleaded  for  one  hour  inore  ;  an  1 
when  that  wa.s  gone,  he  pleaded  for 
half  an  hour,  and  then  ibr  a  ^^piar- 
tcr  of  an  hour  ;  when,  just  at  the 
close  of  this  period,  on  which  hung 
his  Iasi  hope,  Mr.  Tennent  opened. 


lu.s  eyes.  They  then  pried  open 
his  mouth,  which  was  stiff,  so  as  to 
get  a  (|uill  into  it,  through  which 
some  livjuifl  was  conveyed  into  the 
stomach,  and  he  by  degrees  recov¬ 
ered. 

Tins  acrou!)t,  as'intiinatcd  be¬ 
fore,  Mr.  Tennent  said  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Ids  friends.  I  said  to 
him,  Sir,  you  seem  to  be  one  in¬ 
deed  raised  from  the  dead,  and  may. 

¥ 

tell  us  what  it  is  to  die,  and  what 
you  were  sensible  of  while  in  that 
state. He  then  replied  In  the  fol¬ 
lowing  \vo!ds  :  As  to  dyi:rr — I 

found  mv  fever  increase,  and  1  be- 
came  weaker  and  weaker  until,  all 
at  once^  I  found  myself  in  heaven, 

I  as  I  thought.  I  saw  no  sliapc  as  to 
the  Dcitv,  Out  t^lorucill  laiiUtcrabh 
Mere  he  paused,  as  thougli  unable 
to  find  words  to  express  his  views, 
let  his  bridle  fall,  and  lifting  up  Ids 
hands,  )>roccedcd,  I  can  say,  as 
St.  Paul  did,  I  heard  and  saw  things 
all  unutterable  !  I  saw  a  great  mul¬ 
titude  before  this  glory,  apparently 
in  the  heigiit  of  bliss,  singing  most 
melodiously.  I  was  transported 
witli  my  own  situation,  viewing  all 
my  iroublcs  ended  and  my  I’est  and 
glory  begun,  and  was  about  to  join 
the  great  and  happy  multitude, 
when. one  came  tome,  looked  me 
full  in  the  face,  laid  his  hand  upon 
my  shoulder,  and  said,  You  must 
go  back.”  Tiicsc  words  w  ent  through 

•3  c> 

me ;  nothing  could  have  shocked 
me  more  ;  I  cried  oTit,  Lord,  must 
I  go  back  !  \\  ith  this  shock  I  open¬ 
ed  my  eyes  in  this  world.  When 
I  saw  I  w  as  in  the  W'orld,  I  faiiUcd, 
Tor  several  times,  as  f>nc  probably 
w'ouid  naturally  have  done  in  sa 
weak  a  j-iluation.” 

?.  I  n .  T  K ::  x  r  x  r  fu  rth  c  r  in  form-, 
cd  me,  t!tat  lie  had  so  entirely  lost 
t!ie  ieco!lectk>n  of  his  past  life,  and 
tiio  benefit  of  his  former  studies, 
that  he  could  neither  undersumi 


,4necchie. 


•vvhat  was  spoken  to  him,  nor  write, 
nor  read  liis  own  name.  Tiiat  he 
had  to  hcfjin  a  new,  and  did  not  re¬ 
collect  that  he  hud  ever  read  hplorc, 
until  he  hud  a;^uin  learned  h;^  let? 
ters,  and  was  u’olc  to  pronounce  the 
inonosylluhlcs,  such  as  th':"  and  '/'o,'/. 
liut,  that  as  his  stren^^t’i  retnmed. 
which  was  vei-y  slow,  .Jus  memory 
also  returned.  Yet.  notwitiistanil- 

iiu''  the  cKtre  nc  rccbicncs.s  of  his 
« ■> 

situation,  his  rccollc-^.tion  of  v/hat  he 
saw  an  l  heard  *^hiic  in  heaven,  as 
ho  supposed,  and  the  sense  of  di¬ 
vine  \vnie!i  he  tlierc  obtain¬ 

ed,  contiuucd  aii  llie  lime  in  tlicir 
fail  streii;4;th,  so  that  iic  was  contin- 
n-xily  in  somcthi;rj;  !ihe  an  cc.stacy 
of  lohid.  said  he,  for 

three  >  ea”s,  the  sense  of  divine 
tiiin'-^s  ojnliniicti  so  ;^reat,  and  ev¬ 
ery  tliin;^  else  appCvVrcJ  so  co  nplctc- 
iy  vain,  wiiofi  compared  to  heaven, 
that  c  )ii!d  1  have  had  the  world  for 
stoopln.*;  (^o^vu  for  it,  I  believe  1 
should  not  have  thoir^iit  ofdtfm.G:  it.” 

J.  M  J/. 


ANIXDOTE.  j 

i 

f 

Ta!s  followln;^  anecdote  of  Cal-  | 
vin,  while  it  does  nincli  honor  to  j 
Ids  moral  and  religious  character,  I 
is  a  curiovis  hisiorical  fact,  which  | 

I 

cicserves  to  be  generally  knovrn.  | 
It  was  related  at  'leneva,  by  Deo-  j 
and  of  Calvin’s  successors,  to  j 
the  first  l^ord  Op’rcry,  who  fl  lurisli-  | 
cri  under  the  rci:m  of  Ch  iries  the*  | 
first.  The  extract  is  taken  from  j 
^  Tlie  state  letters  aiid  meinoii’s  of  ■ 
tlie  Hijjlitiiou.  Uog'cr  liuvlc,  page  | 
4.  5.  j 

‘  Echius  bei’i;:)^  sent  by  tlr*  Pope,  j 
leg:  i.-  into  Krauce,  upon  l.is  return  \ 
rrsolveal  toi  uct*  Ceneva  in  his  wav, 
oij  purpose  to  sec  (}aiv»n  ;  and  if 
occasion  '^'(  rc,  to  .attenip^  la'f luring 
liim  to  t!'.(‘  }h)»nlsh  cluirch.  'Phei’c-  I 
ore,  when  i^ckius  vuis  come  with-  \ 


in  a  league  of  Geneva,  he  left  his 
retinue  there,  and  went,  accompa¬ 
nied  but  witn  one  man,  to  the  city, 
in  the  forenoon.  Setting  up  his 
liorses  at  an  inn,  he  env|uired  where 
Calvin  lived,  whose  house  being 
shown  him,  he  knocked  at  the  door, 
and  Calvin  himscif  came  to  open 
it  to  hirn.  Eckitis  enquired  for 
Mr.  Calvin,  he  was  told  he  was  the 
person.  Eckius  acquainted  him, 
that  lie  was  a  sti  anger  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  iicard  much  of  his  fame,  was 
come  to  wait  upon  him.  Calvin 
invited  him  to  come  in,  and  he  eri? 
tcred  tihe  house  with  him  ;  where 
discoursing  of  many  things  conr 
ceruing  religion,  Eckius  perceived 
Calvin  lo  be  an  Ingenuous,  learned 
man,  and  desired  to  know  if  he  had 
not  a  gri den  lf>  walk  in.  To  which 
Calvin  rejilying  he  iiad,  they  both 
went  into  it  ;  and  there  Eckius  be¬ 
gan  t'»  inquire  of  liim  why  he  left 
tiic  Homisli  church,  and  oITercd 
him  sonne  armiments  to  persuade 
hi  n  to  relurn  ;•  !>ut  Ca!vi?i  conhl  by 
no  mc:\ns  be  inclined  to  think  of  It. 
At  last,  Eckius  told  him,  tiiat  he 
would  ])Ut  his  life  into  Ins  hands  ; 
aiul  then  stud  he  wa.s  Eckius  the 
Pope’s  legate.  At  this  discovery, 
Calvin  was  not  a  little  surprisrd, 
and  begged  his  pardon,  th.at  he 
iiad  i.ot.  treated  him  with  the:  res¬ 
pect  which  was  due  to  his  quailty. 
Eckius  returned  rite  compliment, 
and  told  liiin  if  he  would  come  back 
to  \[\C  i  vO!  ."twin  o  lurrch,  lie  would  cer¬ 
tainly  procure  for  him  a  Cardinal’s 
cap.  J)iU  Calvin  was  po:  to  be  re¬ 
moved  by  such  a!i  ciTcr.  Eckius 
Pun  as!;ed  him  witat  revenue  he 
hi  ad  ?  he  told  liic  Cardinal  he  had 
that  house  and  garden,  and  fiftv  li- 
vres  ]K'V  annum,  beside  an  annual 
jn’(*st‘nt  of  some  wine  and  corn  ;  o.i 
whioli  he  lived  veiy  contentedly. 
hickiuwS  told  liitn,  tiict  a  man  of  Ids 
]):vi  ts  deserved  a  grtwter  revenue  ; 
a!)d  then  renewed  his  invitation  to 
come  over  to  thf^  Eondsh  cliurch. 


Lit  €  ra  ry  A  o  tier. 
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promising  him  abetter  stipend  if  he 
would.  Ilut  Calvin  giving  him 
thanks  assured  him  he  was  well  sat- 
ished  with  his  condition.  About 
tliis  time  dinner  was  readv,  when 
he  entertained  his  guest  as  well  as 
he  could,  excused  the  defects  of  it, 
and  paid  him  great  respect.  Ecki- 
us  after  dinner  desired  to  know,  if 
he  might  not  be  admitted  to  see  the 
church,  which  anciently  was  the 
cathedral  of  the  citv.  Calvin  verv 
readily  answered  that  he  niiq;ht  ; 
acsordingly,  he  sent  to  the  otlicers 
to  be  ready  with  the  kevs,  and  dc- 

9  m 

sired  some  of  the  syndicts  to  l>e 
there  present,  not  acquainting  them  . 
V/ ho  the  stranger  was.  As  s-jon 
therefore  as  it  was  convenient,  tlicr 
botii  went  towards  the  cluirch,  aiul 
as  Eckius  was  coming  out  of  Cal¬ 
vin’s  house,  he  drew  out  a  purse, 
with  about  one  liundred  pistoles, 
and  presented  it  to  Calvin.  Ihit  i 
Calvin  desired  to  be  excused  ;  Eo  i 


kius  told  him,  he  gave  it  him  to  buy 
books,  as  well  as  to  exprc'^s  his  res¬ 
pect  fer  him.  (.alvln  with  niiica 
regret  took  the  purse,  and  they  ] Pro¬ 
ceeded  to  t!ie  church,  where  the 
syndicts  and  officers  v/aited  upon 
ihern  ;  at  the  sight  of  whom  Ecki¬ 
us  thought  he  liad  been  betrayed, 
and  whispered  his  thoughts  in  Cal¬ 
vin’s  ear  ;  but  Cell  via  assured  him 
to  the  contrary.  Tnereiipon  they 
went  into  th.e  church  ;  and  Eckius, 
having  seen  ail,  told  Calvin  he  aid 
not  expect  to  und  things  in  so  de¬ 
cent  an  order,  having  been  told  to 
the  contrary.  After  having  taken  u 
full  view  of  every  thing,  j.xkius  was 
returning  out  of  tiic  ciiurcii  ;  but 
Calvin  stopped  him  a  little,  arul  call¬ 
ing  the  syndicts  and  oibcers  togeth¬ 
er,  took  out  the  purse  of  gold  which 
Eckius  had  given  him,  telling  them 
that  he  had  received  th.vt  gold  irem 
this  worthy  stranger,  and  that  now 
he  gave  it  to  tiie  poor,  and  so  ])ut  it 
all  into  the  poor  box  that  \\  as  ke])t 
there.  The  synclicts  thanked  tiie 


! 


stranger,  and  Eckius  admired  the 
charity  and  modesty  of  Calvin, 
When  they  were  come  out  of  the 
church,  Calvin  invited  Eckius  again 
to  his  house,  but  he  replied  that  he 
must  depart  ;  so  thanking  him  for 
his  civilities,  offered  to  take  his 
leave.  But  Calvin  wmted  upon  him 
to  the  inn,  and  walked  with  him  a 
mile  out  of  the  territories  of  Geneva, 
where  with  grc*.it  compliments, 
they  took  a  farewell  of  each  oth¬ 
er.” 

Eckius  was  a  very  learned  divine, 
professor  in  the  university  of  In- 
goisladt,  memora!)lc  for  his  oppo- 
siiioi:  to  Eulher.  Me’anclhon,  and 
(>tlicr  reformers  In  Gcrin'itiV.  He 

9 

died  in  aged  5  7.  See  Iloff- 

manni  Lexicon,  'bom.  2,  page  130, 
or  Encyclopedia  Biitvanica,  vol.  Giii, 
page  206. 


.4s.  Mis.  jhg. 


MTERARY  NOTICE. 
Doct'jr,  Dii’ig/r/s  scrtiion  on  dutluvg. 

Tills  sermon,  was  preached 
in  the  College  (diapei  at  New- 
Haven.  It  was  no  part  of 
the  design  of  any  observations  made 
in  it  to  refer  to  anv  narlicular  events 

•  A 

or  persons.”  The  sole  object” 
of  the  preacher  (as  by  hin:ibelf  ex¬ 
pressed)  was  to  establish  ’princi¬ 
ples  in  the  minds  of  his  audiemeo, 
and  pectnErJy  of  his  pupils;  and 
not  at  ail  to  attack,  or  churacleiizo 
persons.” 

Taking  the  following  appropri¬ 
ate  text,  A  man  that  d.th  violence 
to  the  blood  of  any  jicrhon^  Aiall  fee 
to  the  flit  ;  let  no  man  slay  him  the 
preacher  cxliibits  to  view,  in  a 
manner  that  would  seemingly  over- 
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power  any  mind  with  conviction,  j 
the  folly  ^  the  guilty  and  the  mischief  | 
of  duelling.  | 

Before  the  stern  and  awful  ma-  j 
jfisty^of  truth,  the  duellist  stands 
appalled  and  confounded  ;  the  blood 
stained  laurels  are  torn  from  his 
brow  :  his  pleas  and  excuses  vanish 
like  vapours  froTii  the  presence  of 
the  sun  ;  his  cj^rcf^ious  folly  is  made 
manifest  ;  tlie  rankness  of  his  of¬ 
fence  against  God  and  man,  is  seen  j 
in  the  strong  colours  of  reason  and  j 
argument,  aided  by  sublime  clo-  j 
qiiencc.  j 

In  the  mind  of  the  reader,  the 
alternate  emotiotis  of  indignation 

♦.J 

i  and  horror,  suddenly  gave  place  to 
'  the  anguish  of  unavailing  grief  and 
compasson.  The  uncovered  cof¬ 
fin”  appears  to  view  ;  tlic  blo^^cly 
corpse  is  j)!ainly  seen.  There  is  { 
beheld  a  train  of  bereaved  and  bro-  f 
ken  hearted  t'elativcs  ;  the  fatlicr  of  I 
the  w  retcheci  victim  of  false  honor,  j 
I  fixed  in  moticnicss  sorrow  the  j 
mother,  ‘‘  waning  with  agony.”  A  ! 
group  still  more  afiecting  is  pre-  j 
sented  ;  t^c  reader  wets  the  page  j 
with  tears.  I 


their  solace,  their  hope.  In  the 
grave  all  these  blessings  have  been 
buried  by  thy  hand.” 


The  superior  elegance  of  its  lan¬ 
guage,  is  but  the  smallest  part  of 
the  merit  w  hich  this  discourse  pos¬ 
sesses.  While  it  enchains  atten¬ 
tion,  it  informs  the  understanding ; 
while  it  awakens  the  indignant,  and 
sympatliclic  passions,  it  convinces 
the  judgement  and  corrects  the 
heart.  In  the  clear  and  awful  light 
of  tlie  sacred  oracles,  it  displays  the 
liorrihle  turpitude,  as  v/ell  as  the 
direful  consccjucnces,  of  the  crime, 
whirl),  in  some  parts  of  even  this 
•Christian  country,  has  been  vin¬ 
dicated,  lionoreil,  and  rewarded,  by 
common  consent,  and  undisguised 
suffrage,”  among  those  who  filled 


the  superior  ranks  of  socictv.” 

A  ^ 


( Con.  Courani.) 


REMARKABLE  CONVERSION  .  Of 

A  DEIST. 

Aly'  hy  7iight^  7ior  by  tut  by 


“  Turn  thine  eyes,  next,”  so¬ 
lemnly  exclaims  tlie  preacher  to  the 
bloody  victor,  “  on  the  miserable 
form,  surrounded  bv  a  cluster  of 
helpless  and  w  retehed  children,  sec 
her  eyes  roll  w  ith  phrenzy,  and  her 
frame  quivering  witii  terror.  Thy 
hand  has  made  her  a  widow,  and  her 
children  orplians.  At  tlice,  lliuugli 
unseen,  is  directed  that  bewildered 
stare  of  agonv.  At  tiice  she  trem- 
hies ;  for  thee  she  listens  ;  lest  the 
murderer  of  her  luisband  should  be 
now  approaching*  to  murder  her 
children  also. 


Sj:r.  and  ih.cv,  have  lost  their 
3lh  Thou  hast  robiic<l  them  oftiien* 
-uppert,  tlicir  protector,  llicir  guide, 


my  Sjiirity  eaith  the  Lord. 


The  energy  of  his  eternal  truth 
was  most  forcibly  applied  to  the 
i'.eart  of  the  laic  Rev.  W  Tcnnent, 
ot  America,  on  the  follow  ing  re- 
njarkahle  occasion: — In  hisneigh- 
borh.cod  resided  a  professed  Deist, 
a  man  of  ecnsidciable  attainments 
as  to  w’ordly  wisdom.  He  often, 
from  w  hatever  motive,  attended  the 
ministry  of  Air.  Tcr.neiu  whose 
powders  as  a  preacher  w  ere  of  a  su¬ 
perior  kind  :  his  skill  in  the  scrip¬ 
tures  being  deep,  and  liis  style  rich% 


argumoiitaUve, 


and  impressive, 
learning  once  the  intention  of  the 
Deist  to  attend  divine  sei'Nice  on  the 


foliowii.g.  Sabbath,  ^ir. 


Tennent 
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most  diligently  prepared  for  the  oc¬ 
casion,  by  meditating  upon,  and  fix¬ 
ing  in  his  mind  every  argument 
'which  might  work  a  conviction. 
Thus  prepared,  he  ascended  the 
pulpit.  But  wlio  is  Paul,  or  wlio 
is  Apolios  ?  Paul  may  plant,  and  A- 
pollos  may  water  ;  but  it  is  God  that 
giveth  the  increase.’^  Praise  and 
prayer  being  concluded,  the  dis¬ 
course  began  ;  but  soon  the  preach¬ 
er’s  memory  was  plunged  into  per¬ 
fect  oblivion  ;  and  net  being  in 
the  custom  of  using  notes,  he  in  | 
vain  endeavored  to  proceed  ;  his 
mind  was  sealed  up  as  to  the  sub- 
iect  of  discourse,  and  he  was  under 
the  painful  nercssity  of  confessing 
Ifis  inability,  and  concluded  with 
prayer.  The  spirit  of  God  was  now 
at  work.  The  Deist  was  led  to  re¬ 
flect  upon  t!ie  extraordinary  rase  : 
lie  had,  on  former  occasions,  expe- 
lienced  and  admired  Mr.  Tenncni’s 
powers  of  oratory.  From  his  con¬ 
cluding  prayer  on  this  occasion  he 
found  him  in  vigour  of  liiind.  To 
what  could  lie  trace  the  sudden  de¬ 
reliction  cf  his  powers,  wlicn  en¬ 
tering  upon  such  a  discourse  ?  Hap¬ 
py  man  !  he  was  led  to  discover  in 
it  the  fn^er  of  God  I  The  joyful 
change  soon  reached  Mr.  Tennent, 
who,  doubtless,  was  deeply  hum¬ 
bled  and  grateful ;  for  he  ever  after¬ 
wards  spoke  of  his  du77ik  sermon  as’ 
the  best  lie  ever  preached. 

( Evan,  Mag,) 

ANECDOTE. 

On  the  top  of  a  liill,  near  Had- 
dam  Castle,  stands  a  square  tower, 
over  the  door  of  which  are  carved 
figures  cf  a  dove  and  serpent,  and 


between  them,  the  word  Kiiientunce^ 
whence  the  buiUling  is  called 
The  Tounr  of  Rvjicn lance.  It  is 
said,  that  Sir  Richard  Stcclc,  while 
riding  near  this  place,  saw  a  shc|> 
herd-boy  reading  his  l>ible,  and  ask¬ 
ed  liim  wliat  he  learned  fron 
it  ;  'Phe  way  to  heaven  answered 
the  boy.  And  can  you  shew  n  to 
me  ?  said  Sir  Richard,  in  banter. 
You  mmt  go  by  that  tower,  said  tlie 
iad,  pointing  to  the  lower  of  Rc* 
Jicfiiancc, 

Evan,  Mag, 


friSF  EPICUKISAf, 

Live,  while  you  lire,  the  Epicure 
would  say, 

And  seize  the  pleasures  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  day  ; 

Live  whiic  you  live,  the  sacred 
preacher  cries, 

And  give  to  God  each  iiicnient  as 
it  flies. 

Lord,  in  iriv  views  inav  both  uniicd 
be, 

I  live  i!i  pleasure  wl^en  J  live  to  thcc. 

VV. 

gCp"  As  this  number  completes 
the  first  cpiaricr,  the  readers  of  the 
Evidence  will  be  pleased  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  conditions  and  make  r<  nih- 
tance  as  soon  as  possible.  'I'Ixsc 
wbiO  receive  tl'iC  Evidence  by  maih 
will  remit  to  Dr.  ’'Flicmas  O’H. 
Croswell,  I’ost- Master,  Catskiilj 
who  is  appointed  agent  to  re¬ 
ceive  such  sums  as  may  be  forward¬ 
ed. 


FROM  THE  PRE^S  OE  M,  CROSWELL,  CHTSKILL, 

—  To  suhserdhers  in  tov)n^  two  dollars  a  ^jeur^  bi  (juurterly  f:aii77icni^ 
— B\j  inaii^  one  dcdlar  fifty  cents — To  fiost-riJirs  a'nd  ethersy  reho 
take  tivcnly-liv'c  cr  morey  %vetklyy  and  becenne  rcsfio^isiblcy 
9L  veuicnaLlc  allo^i^cmce  iviil  be  ?7iade. 
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